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Freudenberg’s Tillsonburg facility helped to restore power to storm-ravaged communities

Plymouth, Mich., May 30, 2018.  Floods. Wildfires. Hurricanes. Heat waves. 2017 was a challenging year for millions of people, but some of the environmental distress they endured was diminished when electricity could be quickly restored to their homes and communities. Freudenberg-NOK Sealing Technologies played a key role in helping get those lights back on. The company runs the business operations for Freudenberg Sealing Technologies in the Americas.
In response to rising demand for the insulators required to restore downed power systems, employees at Freudenberg-NOK’s Tillsonburg, Ontario plant doubled their production of silicone rubber-covered fiberglass core rod during the second half of the year.  The silicone covered rod is an essential component used in the production of high performance guy strain insulators that are manufactured by K-LINE INSULATORS, LIMITED, of Toronto, Canada (K-LINE). K-LINE’s advanced silicone rubber guy strain insulators are used in power transmission and distribution applications throughout the world and improve system reliability while stemming system losses. Recent hurricanes in the U.S. and Caribbean have dramatically increased the need for insulators, far outstripping past supply. 
“We have a long-standing relationship with K-LINE, and when the company came to us with an urgent need for more silicone rubber-covered rod, we pushed our production capabilities into high gear,” said Todd Blair, Business Development Manager for the Tillsonburg facility. “Our ability to quickly react and support our customer with a much needed increase in material further solidified our business with K-LINE.”
Tillsonburg encapsulates fiberglass rod in silicone rubber and cures it for K-LINE. The coated rod is impervious to moisture and other environmental degradation, while maintaining a very high insulating value.
“K-LINE INSULATORS supplies a premium product to its utility customers and when disasters like last year’s hurricanes strike, the company prides itself on being able to respond to customers’ critical product needs,” said A.J. (Tony) Carreira, President of K-LINE. “K-LINE has valued Freudenberg-NOK’s supply partner relationship for many years.”
 
Throughout its long partnership with K-LINE, Tillsonburg has vigorously pursued product and process improvements in its work, Blair noted. For example, the plant is exploring how to more efficiently bond the rubber to the rod through an alternate process that would not only lower costs but also facilitate lean production by combining multiple batch operations into a single line operation.
“We produce a very high-quality product for K-LINE, but we are still very proactive in meeting with their engineers and entire team to discuss potential product and process improvements,” Blair said. “We share what we are working on, they share what they are working on and as a result, we are both better able to respond to the market.” 
And Freudenberg’s efforts to build such dynamic communications with K-LINE has yielded other results as well. In December, K-LINE presented Tillsonburg with its 2017 Supplier Partner Achievement Award, for exceptional quality and delivery metrics and exceptional cooperation.
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About Freudenberg Sealing Technologies
Freudenberg Sealing Technologies is a longstanding technology expert and market leader in sealing technology and electric mobility solutions worldwide. With its unique materials and technology expertise, the company is a proven supplier for demanding products and applications, as well as a development and service partner to customers in the automotive industries and in general industries. In 2017, Freudenberg Sealing Technologies generated sales of about €2.3 billion and employed approximately 15,000 people. More information at www.fst.com

The company is part to the global Freudenberg Group which, with its Business Areas Seals and Vibration Control Technology, Nonwovens and Filtration, Household Products as well as Specialities and Others. In 2017, the Group generated sales of approximately €9.3 billion and employed more than 48,000 associates in around 60 countries. More information is available at www.freudenberg.com.
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